Urinary gonadotropin peptide in patients with cancer of digestive organs.
Urinary gonadotropin peptide (UGP) has been measured in gynecological and urological cancers, but its usefulness in the diagnosis of cancers of digestive organs has not been investigated. In this report, UGP was measured by sandwich enzyme immunoassay in 311 patients, including 166 patients with cancers of digestive organs and 43 healthy controls. Positive rates of UGP in various cancers of digestive organs were as follows: biliary tract 61.5%, pancreas 61.5%, esophagus 50.0%, liver 38.7%, colon and rectum 24.2%, and stomach 23.9%. The positive rate of UGP in benign diseases was 8.1%, and most false-positive patients were postmenopausal females. Positive rates of UGP were increased at advanced stages of gastric cancers, and UGP was decreased after tumor resection. From these results, it is suggested that UGP can be used as a tumor marker for the cancers of digestive organs.